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%i;y;g, 1893.

+ Pending call of the roll the follow-
ing message was received from the
Governor:
ExECUTIVE OFFICE,
AvUsTIN, TEXAS, May 9, 1893.
Gentlemen of the Houre of Representatives
and Senate:

The appropriations for the support
of the Stute government for the next
two years, ending February 28, 1895,
made by your honorable bodies in
‘substitute House bill No. 116, just re-
ceived in the executive office, exceed
the estimated revenues for that period
by several hundred thousand dollars
which, at the present rate of taxation,
must lead to a deficiency detrimeantal
to public interests.

To avert this uadesirable result I
must, in the exercise of the constitu-
tional prerogative vested in the Gov-
ernor, point out the items to which I
object, and approve only those in the
bill that may, by the strictest rule of
economy, appear to be absolutely
necessary for the fairly efficient ad-
ministration of public affairs.

You have generously allowed the
executive office at my request $1500
each year as “‘salary for file and cor-
responding clerk.” While the accu-
mulated and fast increasing business
of the office make such assistance
desirable, it is not proper and
absolutely necessary. If exigen-
ctes demand, I can and will add one
or two more hours of service a day to
the other employes of the department
and do some extra work myself, to
the end that public interests shall not
suffer by striking out this item I
can not safely appTy this rule all along
the line for lack of detailed informa-
tion, and must therefore let many
items for the employment of clerical
assistance in the other State depart-
ments remain undisturbed. From the
act, however, I see that the treasury
department has seventeen employes;
that the Comptroller’s office has
forty-six, and that the Land Office
has fifly-eight persons employed in it.
From my knowledge of the officers
in charge of these several depart-
ments I feel confident that they will
cheerfully refrain from using any
more of the large appropriation at
their disposal than may be actually
necessary in the efficient, economical
pertormance of their respective duties.

Adhering to the strict rule of econ-.

omy and necessity, I feel quite certain
that the following items in the appro-
priation bill are not absolutely neces-
sary, and object to them as follows:

Under the head of ‘“Adjutant Gen-

‘{eral’s Office,” 1he item of $360 each

year for ‘*hire of guard at Camp Ma-
bry when not occupied by troops,’ for
the reason that this expense may be:
defrayed out of another allowance to
that office.

Under the had of ‘‘Deparment of
Agriculture, Insurance, Statistics and
History,” the item of $300 each year
for ‘‘additional clerk hire, to be used
if necessary,’” for the reason that the
present force of the office seems amply
sufficient to do all the work likely to
be imposed on it; and the further
item under this head of $20,000 for the
year ending February 28, 1895, for
‘‘continuing  geological survey and
lignite investigation,’” for the reasons
that for the year ending February 28,
1894, a like appropriation of $20,000
is made, and that by the time it is ex-
hausted such work will have pro-
gressed far in advance of the demandas
of the times. The Btate can not en-
gage in the mining business, but must.
give way to private enterprise and
capital. Up to date, through the
efficient corps of the scientific, in-
dustrious gentlemen counnected with
and in controi of the geological de-
partment, she has pointed the
way to mines and minerals of great
value on public and private
lands, and has laild out work
enough to engage industry and capital
of immense proportions for many years
to come.!It1s deemed advisable now not
to destroy but to preserve in tact the
rich mineral specimens gathered and
the valuable surveys made by this de-
partment until such time in the fu-
ture after the expiration of the current
year as public interests may dictate,
that the survey shall be renewed and
continued.

Under the head of ‘“Public Printing’”
the item of $10,000 for ‘publishing
back volumes of supreme court reports
not in stock for the two years;’ and
the further item of $5000 for ‘‘publish-
ing the General and Special Laws and
Decrees of Cohuila and Texas’ and
other like laws of the State, for the
reason that there is no conslderable
demand or real necessity for such pub-~
lications.

Under the head of ‘“‘Public Build-
ings and Grounds” the item of $1200
for “building two cisterns;” and the
further item under this head of $2000
for “new water closets for capitol
building,” for the. reason that the
building now has several large cis-
terns, and contains water closets on
every floor ot sufficient convenience
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and number to accommodate ten times
the present occupants,

Under the head of *‘Supreme Court’’
the item of $1500 each year ‘‘for sten-
ographer’s salary,” for the reason that
while such an employe is a conven-
ience to the court, he is not necessary.

Under the head ot “Court of Crimi-
nal Appeals” the item of $1500 each
year for ‘‘salary of atenographic clerk,
who shall also act as clerk for Assist-
ant Attorney-General,” and to the
further item of $500 each year to ‘‘pur-
chase law books and periodicals for
the Assistant Attorney-General,” for
the reasons that while a steno-
graphic clerk may be a conven-
jence to this court of last re-
sort, he is in no way a necesssity; and
that the Assistant Attorney-General
does not need astenographer, and has
free aceess to the books and periodi-
cals purchased by the State annually
for the court.

Under the head “Court of Civil Ap-
peals, First supreme judicial dis-
trict”’ the item of $1200 each year for
‘“‘salary. of stenographer,” for the rea-
son that such clerical agsistance is not
necessary; and to the further item of
$500 the firac and $300 the second year
for “‘sheriff’s attendance’’ for the rea-
sons that this court is held in Austin,
in the same building with thesupreme
court and court of criminal appeals;
that each of these courts. has an ap-
propriation for similar services; that
suchrservices is merely formal and can,
and ought to be performed by the
same sheriff’ of Travis county for the
aggregate sum of $400 per annum al-
lowed for such work to said two
courts.

Under the head of ‘“Court of Civil
Appeals, Second Supreme Judicial
District” the item of $1200 each year
for “‘salary of stenographer’” for the
reason that it it is not necessary, and
for the same reason I object to a simi-
lar item of $600 the first and $1200 the
second year as salaries of stenogra-
phers in each of the appropriations for
the court of civil appeals at SBan An-
tonio and for the court of civil appeals
at Dallas.

Under the head of ‘‘Quarantine De-
partment’’ the item of $5000each year
jor the improvement. of stations, for
the reason that if such improvements
‘are now, or become necessary, the ex-
pense thereof can be defrayed out of
ihe general appropriation for that de-
partment. '

Uader the head of ‘“State Lunatic
Asylum at Austin” the item of
$40,000 for erecting buildings
for general kitchen, associate

dining rooms, amusement hali"
employes’ quarters,” for the reagy
that the institution can malke out vix
well for a few years without such cogs}
ly improvements. The buildings an;
grounds out there now are spacious
elegant, attractive and require greaf
expense to maintain them. It is truat,
ed that by hard work and good egon.
omv of moneyand space the thres
large Junatic asylums of the State may
be able to reasonably accommodate
their unfortunate charges for the nex
two years without such constan}
heavy drafts upon the treasury. .%
Under the head ‘North Texas In.
sane Asylum’’ the items of $15,000 for
“‘building and furnishing male infirm-
ary,’”” and the further item of $20,000
for “‘erecting a building for recreation
hall, outside employes, sewing room
and chapel,”” for the reasoa that such
buildings are not demanded for the
efficient maintenance and operation of
the institution. =
Under the head ‘Southwestern In-
sane Asylum' the item of $50.000 to
be expended during this year for
“erecting of new buildings to be paid
out under supervision of a competent
architect,” for the reason that the
building is new, commodious, {8 not
completely filled, and there is an ap-
propriation of $75,000 to be expended
next year for all necessary additions,
to the institution ag its demands by
that time may wisely suggest. - ..l
Under the head of *‘Institute for the
Blind” the items of $18,000 for ‘‘build-
ing new galleries on old buildings and
for buildings across the street; addi-
tion to boiler house; raising water
closet building; enlarging rooms in old
building for exercises; improvements
on roofs, tower, etc.,”” and the further
item ot $7,500 for building an anaexto
the Blind Iastitute for blind persons
working bome, purchase of grounds,
improvements and support of same
one year; and the further items of
$3750 and $5110 respectively for the
“‘purchase of one-half block of ground
belonging to Mrs. Hunter, and one-
half block of ground and improve-
ments thereon belonging to William
Wellmer and John Worbourg,”’ for
the reusons that for the convenience,
comfort and educational trainiag of
the unfortunate inmates of the insti-
tution these 1mprovements and prop-
erty are not at this time indispens-
able. :
Under the head of “Deaf and Dumb
and Blind Asylum for Colored
Youths,” the item of $15,000 for &
tnew brick building to be erected,”
for the reason that the institution can
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%t along very well without thisaddi-
jonal expensive building. .
Upder the head of “Orphan Asy-
um,’ the item of $10,000 for ‘‘addi-
tional brick building,”” for the reason
that the institution is large, commo-
dious and new, and can make out
quite well for some time without this
additioral expense to the State.
i Under the head of “Department of
Education,” the item of $6000 each
year for ‘‘the support of summer nor-
qmals,”’ for the reason that while these
'séhools for the training and pleasure
of teachers are very desirable, they
are not necessary. The State pays
the teachers very well anyway, and it
is quite probable that their profes-
sional pride and ambition will prompt
them to attend county institutes and
sumamer normals without expense to
the publie.

Under the head ot ‘Prairie View
Normal School,” the item of $2,000 for
“dormitory ot boys.to be expended
within two years,”” for the reason that
the success of the institution does not
depend on such an expensive build-
ing at this time, especially when this
same bill appropriates $14,000 for
other improvements and buildings in
and around it for this year.

Under the head of ‘‘Agricultural
and Mechanical College’ the item of
$30,000 for ‘“‘mess hall, to be expended
within two years,’’ for the reason that
the buildings of the institution are
‘¢commodious, and are sufficient for its
demands without this additional ex-
pense, especially in view of the fur-
ther appropriation by this Legislature
of $30,000 for other improvements
needed in and around the college.

Under the head of “Penitentiaries”
$40,000 out of the item of $100,000 to
defray the expenses and to *‘purchase
material to carry on prison indus-
tries,” for the reason that these penal
institutions are fast becoming self-
supporting, and it is for the best pub-
lic interest to reduce this appropri-
ation that morerigid economy consist-
edt with efficient management, if pos-
sible, may prevail.

Under the head of *‘Miscellaneous
Appropriations,” the item of $2000
for ‘‘the purchase of 100 copies of
a map to be prepared by Langer-
mann & Pressler,’” for the reason that
it is not reasonable that the Btate
would have any general or special use
for these 100 maps to cost $200 each.
It would seem that a much less num-
ber at that price would serve all pub-
lic purposes. :

These items, to which I feel con-
strained to enter my objections, aggre-

gate over $350,000, and afe mostly
taken from extraordinary appropri-
ations made for the purpose of con-
structing additions to public, educa-
tional and charitable institutions. In
doing this, I feel conscious that no
material injury will result to either of
them. They are now in splendid con-
dition, and” are not without ample
funds set apart for their efficient main-
tenance and operation.

‘While I regret to disappoint a just
public pride in the desire to support
these institutions up to a standard far
above the comforts of the well-to-do
citizen, yet I am conscious of the gen-
eral financial condition of the United
States. and of the general complaint
throughout the south and west of the
scarcity of mouney, pointing to the
propriety, if not necessity of govera-
mental reforms everywhere.

‘Were these proposed expenditures
in all respects necessary or in-
dispensable, I should advocate
the increase of taxes to meet
them, or face a deficiency without a
murmur; but such is not the condi-
tion. The institutions and schools are
well supplied with everything neces-
sary to their proper management and
support. The inmates are comfort~
ably housed, well fed, deceatly clad,
and the government servants in
charge of them are paid well for their
gervices. No doubt all the improve-
ments demanded and thrice more
could be used. Public buildings,
when maintained at public expense,
always are.

The State is fast growing—rapidly
increasing in population and taxable
wealth. Apace with her quick strides
ob these lines, expenses to support all
the departments of government and
the educational and charitable insti-
tutions must be expected to increase.
It is the part of good government to
stand up to this, but not above the
economical demands of the public.
The schools now cost the State more
than all her other expenses. This
money is expended among the masses.
Next to this burden, the expenses of
witnesses and officers in the prosecu-
tion of criminal cases in the dis-
trict courts is the heaviest item;
and this money also goes out
among the people. Following close to
these burdens in amount of expense
are the charitable 1nstitutions. All
these charges upon the government
within proper bounds are necessary,
but they must be held within reason-
ble limits, or the burden in time- will
becomeso heavy as to create unrest
among the tax payers, and produce &



1212 HOUSE JOURNAL.

reaction hgainst them that may lead
to the impairment of their present ef-
ficiency. The people cheerfully stand
tax burdens when imposed for the
su}:port of the government economi-
cally administered for the public good.
They sensgibly and justly complain
when any item of extravagance, how-
ever small, is laid on them. In this
they are right. To-day the tax rate
of fifteen cents on the hundred dollars
worth of property paid by the people
of Texas for the support of their state
government is lower than that of most
any state in the Union, and it should
never be raised unless after applying
the pruning knife of economy to all
the sources of expense there is an ap-
parent necessity to do so to gratify in-
dispensible public demands. By strik-
ing from this bill these geveral items
herein pointed out, I feel confident
that no necessary public demand will
be disappointed, no material interest
damaged, and that the present very
low tax rate can be maintained with-
out much, if any, deficiency of the

ublic revenues. This certainly can

e done by proper renditions of prop-
erty to tax assessors, close collections
from those who owe the government,
and strict economy in all its depart-
ments. At least it will be well to
make the effort, and I feel reasonably
certain of its success.

Most respectfully,
J. 8. HoGa,
Governor of Texas.

May 9, 1865:!



